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later than the beginning of pre-registration their second semester in the program 

and must submit the thesis within one academic year. It is generally the case that 

students wishing to take the extended program timeline are doing so because they 

will also complete a zero-credit internship as a part of their program work and thesis 

research. 

 

Students are registered into their thesis during the semester after submission of their 

thesis proposal and are offered two extensions without additional fees (Thesis Extension A 

& Thesis Extension B) in the subsequent two semesters, 
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4. Registration 

 

Students must submit a completed registration form and thesis project note to their advisor 

and the director of the graduate program concerned. The project note should not be less 

than 1,500 words and not more than 2000 words, and will provide the working title, area(s) 

of substantive interest and the literature to be consulted. The project note will also mention 

the methods the student initially intends to use and the forms of data to be compiled or 

consulted. Project notes are filed in the department and all potential thesis students are 

able to consult them. A list of registered thesis projects is published on the department 

website. Note that students wishing to significantly change their topic and / or advisor must 

submit a new project note and have this approved (see above, section 3) 

 

5. Objectives and Criteria 
 

The purpose of the thesis is to offer MSc students an opportunity to explore complex 

management problems within their interest and program focus areas. Likewise, the 

following program objectives should be represented in the thesis topic and in its execution: 

• Demonstrate an ability to apply management know-how in practical business 

situations. 

• Offer a broad base of management and business knowledge, effectively deploying 

concepts, frameworks and critical approaches perceptively and with thoughtfulness. 

• Demonstrate skills in interdisciplinary analysis, drawing upon a wide variety 

empirical and theoretical sources, analytical frameworks, and sub-disciplines within 

management studies. 

• Demonstrate an ability to conduct methodological research into management 

problems, showing familiarity with a range of data, research sources and 

appropriate quantitative and qualitative methodologies. 
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• Be able to communicate effectively and convincingly on a factual and conceptual 
basis, in writing and orally. 

• Show a high level of professional reliability, with an ability to work under self-

direction and in teams, with a high-level personal development competency. 

 

As a student in a Masters of Science degree program, the use and analysis of empirical 

evidence to support assertions and plans around a management topic is absolutely critical. 

Likewise, the thesis should offer a methodologically sound approach to the topic and 

research design. 

 

6. Progress: supervision, expectations and monitoring 

 

It is essential that regular contact be maintained betwee
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Likewise, students should clearly summarize the changes that have been made from 
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7. Formatting and final submission  

 

Students must consult the formatting guidelines available from the library in the document 

“Guidelines for the Presentation of Master’s Thesis.” For the MSc program, students must 

use either APA or MLA citation style. The chosen style must be consistent through the 

entire thesis. The thesis advisor can help the student decide which is the most appropriate 

for their topic. 

 

Students may work with the thesis advisor to ensure that the end result offers clear and 

relevant outcomes for professional development and career advancement. Professional 

formats and forms of presentation are highly encouraged to accompany the academically 

required thesis. Students are expected to develop their thesis in a way that contributes to a 

coherent professional or academic portfolio. 

 

8. Evaluation 

 

The thesis will be examined by the end of the semester during which it is submitted. The 

Graduate Programs Office will communicate the deadlines to thesis students each 

semester of their registration to ensure timely completion. 
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The thesis must be defended and presented in person. Should circumstances warrant, the 

defense may be conducted through digital connection in real time, or, in extremely rare 

cases, other arrangements may be possible with the recommendation of the advisor. Upon 

completion of the defense, students will be awarded a grade (which may be provisional 

and/or contingent on recommendations of revision suggested by the examiners). Thus, 

four outcomes are possible: 

 

1. Pass, with the final grade being the average of those awarded by the examiners; 

2. Pass subject to minor corrections. In this case, the examination committee 

requests that minor corrections and altera
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9. Complaints 
 

Complaints regarding thesis examination – or indeed any other aspect of the thesis 

process - must be made in writing to the director of the degree program and the Office of 

Academic Affairs. In particular, complaints regarding assessment must be made in writing 

within three weeks of the official release of the thesis grade. Complaints will be 

communicated by the Gradaute Programs Office to all those concerned. Students will be 

informed in writing of decisions taken. 

 
 


