


connections), and a strong connection to your thesis. The paragraph can, more or less, end
by summing up your argument in that paragraph.

7. Add transitions: At the beginning of paragraphs and between ideas within the paragraph,
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22.

Cut it down: Pare any quotations to the minimum effective length (to avoid interrupting the
flow of your own language too much)—sometimes you can smoothly paraphrase the idea
just as clearly as the author can.

Know whose idea you are using: Quotes and statistics are more obviously someone else’s
ideas that need to be cited properly, but remember that paraphrases and summaries are also
someone else’s ideas that need to be cited — even if you put them in your own words. These
ideas need to be credited to the right people through in-text citations and a Works Cited

page.

Catch fragments and run-ons: Any sentence that begins with Which, Although, As, Being
that, After, Since, Because, or For example has a higher-than-average risk of being a sentence
fragment. Is the opening phrase then connected to a complete sentence? In addition, any
sentence that goes on for several lines or has multiple commas has a higher-than average
risk of being a run-on sentence. Break them up with periods, semi-colons, or the correct
connectors. Likewise, double-check any paragraph that goes on for over a page—can you
find a good way to sort it into two paragraphs? Remember: each paragraph should represent
a single idea/argument.

Be yourself: Some essays need to be more formal or require more academic jargon, but you
can be most clear when you are simply using your own words. Remember: being specific is
often a better substitute to “sounding smart.”

Vary your sentences: Use long sentences to show connections and shorter ones for
emphasis; write some starting subject-verb and some with introductory phrases.

Put your verbs into motion: Search for your to be verbs, such as is, are, were, and was. Can
you rewrite some of these sentences to show motion, surprise, activity, thought, or
progress? Pick the activated verb over the to be verb when you can.

Know your grammatical pitfalls: How long can it take to look for all the its/it's or
there/theirs—or whatever error you know you're susceptible to—in your essay, checking
each one to be sure that you've got it right? Don't trust the spelling or grammar checker to
catch all errors.

Read backwards: If typos or other errors are a weak spot for you, read your essay
backwards, a sentence at a time, last sentence to first sentence. You can also read every
other line. Reading the sentences out of context like this will prevent you from filling in the



